but it shall never again be mat slie is uncorrupted.
And though I have spoken somewhat of adultery, it is
well to show forth more dangers that come of adul-
tery, in order that men may eschew that foul sin.
Adultery, in Latin, means to approach another man's
bed, by reason of which those that once were one
flesh abandon their bodies to other persons. Of this
sin, as the wise man says, follow many evils. First,
breaking of faith; and certainly, in faith lies the key
to Christianity. And when faith is broken and lost,
truly, Christianity stands barren and without fruit.
This sin is also a theft; for theft commonly is to de-
prive a person of his own thing against his will. Cer-
tainly this is the vilest thievery that can be when a
woman steals her body from her husband and gives
it to her lecher to defile her; and steals her soul from
Christ and gives it to the Devil. This is a fouler theft
than to break into a church and steal the chalice;
for these adulterers break into the temple of God
spiritually and steal the vessel of grace, that is, the
body and the soul, for which Christ will destroy
them, as Saint Paul says. Truly, of this theft Joseph
was much afraid when his master's wife besought
him to lie with her, and he said: "Behold, my master
wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he
hath committed all that he hath to my hand: there
is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he
kept any thing from me but thee, because thou art
his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness and
sin against God?" Alas! All too little is such truth
encountered nowadays. The third evil is the filth
whereby they break the commandment of God and
defame the Author o£ matrimony, Who is Christ.
For certainly, in so far as the sacrament of marriage
is so noble and honourable, so much the more is it
a sin to break it; for God established marriage in
Paradise, in the state of innocence, in order to multi-
ply mankind to the service of God. And therefore is
the breaking thereof the more grievous. Of which
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